[Neonatal meningitis due to Enterococcus spp.: presentation of four cases].
Enterococci are unusual etiologic agents of bacterial meningitis and account for only 0.3-4% of all cases. Neonatal enterococcal meningitis, which is rarely reported in the medical literature, presents characteristics that are significantly different from enterococcal meningitis affecting other age groups, particularly adults. We retrospectively reviewed the clinical records of four newborns diagnosed with enterococcal meningitis in our center. Two were premature and two were term infants. Three were affected with early-onset meningococcal sepsis and one with late-onset sepsis. Risk factors for infection included intrapartum maternal fever in one case and prematurity in two cases, with prolonged stay in the neonatal intensive care unit and application of invasive procedures, and prior antibiotic treatment in one of infant. There were no apparent risk factors in the fourth case. Enterococcus faecalis was the causal agent in three cases and Enterococcus faecium in one. None of the enterococci were vancomycin-resistant. Antibiotic treatment included ampicillin and combinations of ampicillin and cefotaxime, ampicillin and amikacin, and vancomycin and gentamicin. None of the patients died. Enterococci rarely cause bacterial meningitis, though newborns seem more susceptible to this infection. With adequate bactericidal therapy, clinical outcome appears to be generally favorable.